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March 3, 2011:  How to Learn History Through Great Art  

by Bruce Elliott 

Thank you to Kerry and Rosa for providing a substitute speaker at our last meeting with only 2 days notice. Great job!!   

A couple members have mentioned how much they appreciate the photos with our updated roster inserts. If you have a roster change, such as 

address, job, email, phone number please email the information to Rosa Turner, brturner@sonic.net. 

Do you have an idea for an excursion or an off-site event?  Please contact Donna Spilman at donnaspilman@wildblue.net. Donna is always 

looking for interesting places to visit.  

We will be mixing table seating at our March 3rd meeting. This will give everyone an opportunity to sit next to and visit with someone you may 

not know. We will mix table seating periodically throughout the year.  

We have some interesting upcoming speakers.  Remember to invite a friend to share the Forum. 

Pat Edelstein 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dr. Bruce Elliott The dynamic Professor Bruce Elliott will use masterpieces from great artists 

such as Michelangelo, Rembrandt and Delacroix to illustrate the three prime functions art has 

performed over the centuries in relationship to history. The talk will also relate how Dr. Elli-

ott has come increasingly to use art and period costumes to enliven his highly popular Uni-

versity history classes. Bruce Elliott, Ph.D. History (UC Berkeley), teaches unconventional 

courses in European history through Berkeley, Sonoma State and SRJC’s  Community Education 

program. 

 

March 17, 2011: Sonoma County: Budget Challenges Programs & Services  

by Veronica Ferguson, County Administrator 

What are the issues facing Sonoma County in 2011?  How is the state’s economy affecting the programs and 

services the county offers? Learn about the “state” of Sonoma County from its chief administrative officer, Ve-

ronica Ferguson. She has been on the job for one year, having been hired in January 2010 to become the first 

woman to hold the county's top administrative position.  She came to Sonoma County from Solano County 

where she served for four years as its assistant county administrator. 
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BOOK GROUP NEWS 
BOOK GROUP I will meet at Susan Curry’s home Monday, Mar. 

7th at 7PM to discuss “Vivaldi’s Virgin” by Barbara Quick. 
 

BOOK GROUP II will meet at Liz Barne’s home on Tuesday, Mar. 

8th at 7 PM to discuss “Little Bee” by Chris Cleave. 
 

BOOK GROUP III will meet at Anne Seeley’s home on Monday, 

Mar. 28th at 7 PM to discuss “O Pioneers.” by Willa Cather. 

 

MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY @ 7:30 AM @ THE FLAMINGO RESORT 

BIO Carolyn Kelly 

BIO Maggie Brothers 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 
 

Apr.7th  Pat Dunlap & Marjorie Crump-

  Shears, Worth Our Weight (WOW) 

Apr. 21st  Master Gardener Program 

May 19th  Dale Bredesen of the Buck Institute 

Carolyn Kelly has been a lawyer for the last 25 years, initially working part time in the field of 

estate planning, wills and trust. Since coming to Sonoma County last year, she’s added elder law as 

a specialty and opened her own practice. She lives in Sebastopol with her husband of 10 years and 

her Border Collie, Clare. After getting married, the second for them both, Carolyn and her husband 

decided to take a year off and travel abroad. After selling everything, they lived in Costa Rica for 

5 months and then in Ireland for 7 months. Out of this experience they began a travel website 

promoting travel to Ireland.  Though they enjoyed the travel, both have decided that Sonoma 

County has all that they need at this point and have settled down here. She is a 4th generation 

Californian, growing up in San Diego as well as a 4th generation lawyer! Her son, Robert, is 23 

and an engineer in Seattle who works at Microsoft.. She loves reading, needle point, and exploring 

Sonoma County.  Welcome Carolyn.  

Maggie Brothers has rejoined Forum. She was previously a member from 2002 to 2006. 

Born in New York city and raised in New York and Massachusetts, she received her BA in 

Russian Studies at Wellesley College. She worked for Hewlett Packard and Agilent as a 

Human Resource manager before moving on to earn her law degree from Empire College. 

Today, in private practice she focuses on estate planning and elder law. She is single living 

with her golden retriever. Her interests range from cooking, travel, theatre, movies and 

music. She also enjoys day hiking and gardening. Welcome back to the Forum Maggie.  


