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SRJC's New Culinary Center Opens in January 2012  

Should You Make Your Reservation Now? 

In January, Santa Rosa Junior College will open its new Culinary Arts Center on Mendocino Avenue that will serve as a permanent home for 

the college's exemplary culinary training programs.  The center will house five commercial kitchens, three classrooms, a retail bakery, a wine 

library, and a 100-seat culinary cafe open to the public. How will this new facility train students for the $2 billion/year tourism and hospi-

tality industry in Sonoma County and how will it serve area residents?   

The Hispanic/Latino community is the fastest growing ethnic group in Sonoma County.   But statisti-

cally their college enrollment and achievement rates are considerably lower than Anglo students.  

The Roseland School District in changing that. 

Under the direction of Superintendent Gail Ahlas, the district has developed a program from grades K 

through 12 to support its students and their families and to ensure the students' success.  The dis-

trict's charter high school, Roseland University Prep has a near perfect graduation rate of 98 percent 

(compared to a statewide average of 76%). 

Gail is currently serving her 18th year in the Roseland School District, initially as a principal and now 

as superintendent.  Join us on November 3rd, as Gail tells us more about the programs and services 

offered by this amazing school district and how it is serving the residents of Roseland. 

Betsy Fischer, who has worked in the hos-

pitality industry for more than 30 years, 

teaches dining room management, restau-

rant operations and food and wine studies 

at the college and also manages the col-

lege's Culinary Cafe.  Join us as Betsy gives 

us a virtual tour of this new facility and 

discover why it may just become your 

favorite local restaurant! 



BOOK GROUP NEWS 
 

BOOK GROUP I will meet at Joan Germeshausen’s home Monday,         

Nov. 7th at 7PM to discuss “Room” by Emma Donoghue. 

 

BOOK GROUP II will meet at Carol Stewart’s  home on Tuesday, 

Nov. 8th at 7 PM to discuss “Unbroken” by Laura Hillenbrand. 

 

BOOK GROUP III will meet at Sue Stavn’s home on Monday, 

Nov. 28th  at 7 PM to discuss “Power of One” by Bruce  

Courteney. 

MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY @ 7:30 AM @ THE FLAMINGO RESORT 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FUTURE SPEAKERS  
 

Dec. 1,   Japanese American Citizen’s Leaque:  

  What happen to Local Japanese Resi 

  dents during WWII 

Dec 15  Holiday Party 

Jan. 5, 2012 Bruce Kyse, Press Democrat:  Will News 

  papers survive? 

Jan. 19, 2012 Jill Ravich, Sonoma County DA 

There were many interesting books at the Book Exchange. It was a great way to start the morning with friends and books. Thank you to 

Laurie White for preparing all the numbers.  

Thank you to Donna Spillman for again organizing another interesting, informative excursion.   

The Flamingo catering manager has requested feedback on our breakfasts.  Do you have any requests or input you would like to share?  

Please email me with your comments and suggestions and I will discuss them with the catering manager.  

Thank you to all the members who have volunteered for a board position for 2012.  We are looking for a person for a non-board postion, 

interested in coordinating the web-site.  We are simplifying the input requirements for updating the web-site. If you would like to learn more 

and might be interested please contact me.  

We have ordered a microphone for use at our breakfast meetings.  We will be able to hear members introduce their guests and clearly hear 

Forum announcements from the floor.   

Do you have any suggestions to enhance the Forum experience? Please contact me with your ideas. I appreciate all input.  

See you in November. Pat  Quail6@sbcglobal.net 

 BIO’s   

Elaine was born in Michigan and spent the past twenty years in Colorado. She recently moved to Santa 

Rosa.  Elaine is currently working full-time for Agilent Technology where she is the Director of Human 

Resources.  She has experience in the areas of human resource functions to support worldwide sales, 

services and quality organization. She has been involved in the development of plans to support business 

to ensure strong leadership engagement, supportive business cultures and employee development Elaine 

has a daughter. Her hobbies and interests include travel, hiking, skiing and fiber arts.  Welcome Elaine! 

Elaine LeMay 

mailto:Quail6@sbcglobal.net


Nomination Committee Slate of Officers for 2012 

President  Rosa Turner  Treasurer   Susan Suddith 

Vice Predident Melinda Evans  Secretary  Maggie Brothers 

     Program Chair Donna Spilman  

MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY @ 7:30 AM @ THE FLAMINGO RESORT 

BIO’s Continued 

Eunice is the Executive Director of the Volunteer Center of Sonoma County and has 

served in that position for five and one-half years. The Volunteer Center is the largest of 

its kind in the country, offering 12 services and 9 special events, including the Human 

Race.  Eunice has a tradition of volunteering. After college graduation, she worked for 2 

years in a Children’s Hospital for refuge children in Danang Vietnam. 

Earning a B.S in Psychology and Sociology, a Masters in Social Work and a Masters in 

Fine Arts in writing, literature and publishing, Eunice had held executive leadership posi-

tions at the Volunteer Center of Marin, the YWCA of San Francisco & Marin, RIDES for 

Bay Area Commuters and the United Way in San Francisco and Cincinnati, Ohio.  Prior 

to coming to Sonoma County, Eunice served for 6 years as the Executive Director of the 

Lindsay Wildlife Museum in Walnut Creek. 

Her own volunteer activities include service on the Health Action Council Board, Junior 

League Community Advisor, and Roseland University Prep High School. 

Born in Montana, Eunice has been married for 32 years. She enjoys her step children. 

Her interests include literature, writing, golf, classical music and hiking.  Welcome Eunice!   

Eunice Valentine 

Marie is with Merrill Lynch and serves as a Financial Advisor/Chartered Retirement Planning 

Counselor.  She is a graduate of the College for Financial Planning.  She has earned the 

title of Certified Financial Planner and C.R.P.C.   

Marie volunteers through her church as well as with other organizations, such as WHAM, 

PACE, SCRAPPI, Connections and ABWA.                                           

Born in Ohio, Marie and husband, John, moved to the East Bay in 1963 and to Santa 

Rosa in 1997.  Her hobbies include church activities, golf, gardening, family and friends 

and travel.  Marie’s two dogs, Buddy Red and Buster are also an important part of her 

life.  Welcome Marie! 

Marie Theilaide 


