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There is No Meeting September 1, 2011   

September 15, 2011  

Women's Global Leadership Initiative by Diana Ruiz  

In 2005 Diana Ruiz took a trip to Croatia, the land of her Cuban father's heritage, and it changed 

her life.  She met hundreds of women in villages and cities who cared deeply about their communities 

but who lacked the economic power and voice in decision making to affect change in post-war Croa-

tia. With insights from this experience, Diana started Women's Global Leadership Initiative, a non 

profit organization focused on developing women's individual and community leadership. In spring 

2009 after six more trips to Croatia to lay the groundwork, she presented the first of her pilot three

-part workshop program in Rijeka. The emphasis of the program is to help women grow their leader-

ship skills from the inside out.  Returning home to Sonoma County from her latest work in Croatia, 

Diana is now offering her WGLI workshop programs here in Sonoma and Santa Rosa to empower 

women and girls to become effective community leaders and unlock the potential of women who want 

to make a difference. Come and learn about this dynamic leadership program for women! 

There will be no meeting September 1st, so roll over hit the alarm 

clock and catch a few more zzzzzzzzzzzzzzz! 

Looking For 2012 Board Members 

Would you like to become more involved with the Forum?  Fall is almost here and it is the time of 

the year the search begins for new board members and volunteers.  There are many ways to partici-

pate, from being a Board member to serving in a volunteer position. Please consider this opportunity 

to become involved in the Forum as a Board member. 

If you are interested in becoming a Board member next year or would like more information, please 

contact one of the Nominating members. Carol Stewart – carolusa@sonic.net or 480 6298  Gwen 

Neary   - gwen neary@sbcglobal.net or 528 1570 Susan Conrardy – susanconrardy@aol.com  or 

539 2670 
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BOOK GROUP NEWS 
 

BOOK GROUP I will meet at Susan Cook’s home Monday,         

September 12th at 7PM to discuss “The Big Burn” by Timothy 

Egan. 

BOOK GROUP II will meet at Gwen Neary’s  home on Tuesday, 

Sept. 13th at 7 PM to discuss “Major Petigrew’s Last Stand ” by 

Helen Simonson. 

BOOK GROUP III will meet at Marty Patton-Volz’s home on 

Monday, Sept. 26th  at 7 PM to discuss “A Town Like Alice” by 

Neville Shute. 

MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY @ 7:30 AM @ THE FLAMINGO RESORT 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

FUTURE SPEAKERS  
 

 

Oct 6   Claudia Crosetti Expedition Inspiration 
 

Oct 20 Book Exchange 

 

Nov 3 Gail Ahlas  Superintendent of Roseland  

   University Prep 

Nov 17 TBA 

Can it be September already?  Once again it is time to put together a slate for next year’s Board of Directors. The nominating committee is 

already at work searching for members who are interested in a position for next year. Please consider becoming more involved in this wonder-

ful organization. It is an opportunity to connect with other women and learn more about the Forum.  Since we do not have fundraisers or 

large projects the time commitment is limited. If you are interested in learning more about a board position please contact one of the nomi-

nating committee members listed in this newsletter or speak with a current board member. 

Having a program committee of two-three people is very beneficial. There is already a long list of ideas for speakers and topics provided by 

Forum members. Having a few people coordinating the programs makes this volunteer position more enjoyable. Please talk to a friend about 

sharing this position. I hope you will consider getting involved in 2012. Pat Edelstein Quail6@sbcglobal.net 

Epicurean Lunch at La Rosa Teguileria and Grille 

Are you ready to try a new restaurant?  La Rosa Teguileria and Grille is located in the 

previous Cantina Restaurant in downtown Santa Rosa at 500 4th Street. Let's enjoy this 

beautiful weather and eat both traditional Mexican food and some modern dishes, such as 

Scallop and Chorizo Ceviche on the rear patio. Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 

8th at noon. www.larosasantarosa.com   Contact Yvonne Giamborne-Martin 545-1140. 

Several members expressed an interest in a taking a tour of the Laguna sewage treatment 

plant after hearing the presentation by Denise Cadman, natural resources specialist for the 

City of Santa Rosa at our July 7 meeting.  A tour of the plant would take approximately 

one hour and would be held during the week.  If you are interested in going on a tour led 

by Denise,  please email Donna Spilman at donnaspilman@wildblue.net by Sept. 10.  We 

would like at least 10 members to attend and Donna will arrange the tour as soon as possi-

ble once we get a list of members who want to go.   

Laguna Sewage Treatment Plant Tour  
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